Attorney's Docket No.: 1 1 0348-1 32026 Page 1 of 3 

First Named Inventor: Alexander Starikov Application No.: Not Yet Assigned 

Title: SUBSTRATE CONFINEMENT APPARATUS AND METHOD 

Express Mail Label No. EV370165778US Date of Deposit: 02/12/2004 




Attorney's Docket No.: 1 1 0348-1 32026 Page 2 of 3 

First Named Inventor: Alexander Starikov Application No.: Not Yet Assigned 

Title: SUBSTRATE CONFINEMENT APPARATUS AND METHOD 

Express Mail Label No. EV370165778US Date of Deposit: 02/12/2004 



FIG. 2 
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FIG. 4 



100 - Provide a substrate confinement apparatus having at least one substrate 
retainer. 



110- Position substrate in a substrate confinement apparatus for processing. 



120 - Activate an actuator to urge the substrate retainer toward the substrate and 
urge a retainer contact surface of the substrate retainer into contact with the 
substrate backside. 



130 - Couple a retainer body and the contact surface of the substrate retainer to 
the substrate backside. 



140 - Retract actuator from the flexure and retainer, thereby leaving the retainer 
coupled to the substrate backside and allow substrate and substrate retainer to 
settle into a neutral state. 



150 -. Activate global confinement system to maintain the substrate in a 
substantially planar position. 



160 - Process the substrate 



